Celebrating 10 years of Ministry

Restoring Homeless Women
with Addictions
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. All this is from God. (2 Corinthians 5:17-18)

ABOUT US:
Gilgal is a Christ-centered recovery residence for women experiencing homelessness due to drug and
alcohol addiction. Through our one-year, two-phase program, we provide food, clothing and housing, as
well as a full range of addiction services, spiritual nourishment, life skills, and client aftercare. We are
located in Atlanta and currently serve the metro area, as well as greater Georgia.
Gilgal has a 501(c)(3) designation and relies upon generous donations from individuals, churches,
businesses, foundations, and community organizations. We are a member of the Georgia Association
of Recovery Residences (GARR) and accept women without regard to race, nationality or religious
creed.

OUR MISSION:
To educate, equip and empower women to embrace a future free of drugs/alcohol by utilizing their
fullest potential in a God honoring way through day treatment, counseling, and life skills development.

OUR VISION:
Assist women in breaking the cycle of defeat that lead them to drug and alcohol addiction and replace it
with a cycle of victorious living through Christ Jesus.

OUR VALUES:
Using the Holy Bible as our guide, we will:






Exercise integrity: doing the right thing at all times
Deliver best service offerings to our clients and employees
Treat clients with dignity and worth
Exercise sound fiscal accountability for individuals and organizations who invest in us
Give back to the community

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION:
To learn more about how you can help the women of Gilgal who are
being “Reclaimed, Renamed and Forever Changed,” visit our website
at www.womenofgilgal.org. You can read real Gilgal stories and sign up
for our newsletter. You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
To connect directly with a Gilgal representative, call our office at 404-305-8007 or send an email to
info@womenofgilgal.org. CHANGE HAPPENS AT GILGAL and You Can Be a Part of It.
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OUR HISTORY
Gilgal was established in 2005 when Val Cater, founder and executive director, answered God’s call to
help homeless women struggling with drugs and alcohol addiction. Driven by a vision to see them break
destructive cycles and find victorious living through Jesus Christ, she and her husband secured
property in south Atlanta. These abandoned buildings, once teeming with drug activity and vagrancy,
were reclaimed, renamed and forever changed into what is now a place of healing and hope.
Through our ministry of restoring homeless women with addictions, Gilgal offers clients the chance to
embrace a new identity in Christ and become eternally changed through Him. When asked how she
chose the Gilgal name, Val references Joshua 5:9: “Then the LORD said to Joshua, ‘Today I have
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.’ So the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day.”
The story of Joshua leading the children of Israel across the Jordan river into the land of Canaan is
central to Gilgal’s story. Val notes that,
“The story of Joshua parallels what the women we serve have gone through and the hope that
God offers. The Israelites chose to believe the bad report of the spies instead of what God,
Himself had promised them. As a result of their unbelief, they spent 40 years wandering in the
wilderness. Every day, for 40 years, they received manna from heaven. Finally, after a
generation of people had died off, Joshua was called to lead them across the Jordan into the
Promised Land. Our women have chosen drugs and alcohol and the associated lifestyle
(wandering in the wilderness) because of their unbelief. Finally, for whatever reason, God has
led them to Gilgal. What happened in Canaan is what I hope will happen here.
The twelve stones in our Gilgal logo represent the 12 memorial stones taken from the river and
used as a lasting memorial to God’s redemptive power. The Israelites renewed the rite of
circumcision and God rolled away the reproach of their Egyptian captivity. I hope our women will
experience circumcision of the heart and learn that God has rolled away the reproach of their
past (drugs, prostitution, theft, you name it) through the blood of the Cross.“

This year, Gilgal celebrates 10 years of ministry. Just like our property, which was reclaimed, renamed
and forever changed, we pray daily that all the women who come to Gilgal will know that they have
been reclaimed from a destructive life of addiction. Through a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus
Christ, may they embrace their new identity as children of God who are forever changed by Him.
“but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:57)

